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Thank uWith the discovery of six large carcasses on the Darling River (one of which was a koala that
had been shot in the neck), the time has come to address this significant issue. Across NSW,

population pressures are driving koala numbers down, leaving females with no chance of
reproduction, and males lacking any incentive to find a mate. In the absence of males, genetic

diversity is also at risk. Koalas are charismatic, intelligent and highly social creatures. Scientists can
now weigh them, measure their coats and even determine their sex. With their lifespan of 10-12
years, they are also a lot of fun. It has been identified that koalas are a favourite target of illegal

hunting in rural areas. In these circumstances, the opportunity to shoot koalas can be said to have
developed into a lot of fun for some people, while others spend their weekends hunting in a more
organised fashion. Some of these illegal shooters are coming from the local shooting facilities and

utilising a loophole in the Illegal Wildlife Trade Act which allows the storing of live creatures as
trophies. In NSW, many sporting clubs and organisations have asked for a crackdown on this illegal
activity and in some cases, this has led to the establishment of portable traps which are baited with
meat and euthanised live koalas are then placed in a crate and taken away. These traps are seen as

an efficient and ethical means of dealing with the problem of carcasses being left on the rural
properties. Australia's national wildlife agency is keen to support this type of initiative and together
with The Australian Game Council, has recently established a koala incentive program. This allows

players to secure a record number of achievement in order to receive a certificate, while others can
even claim a $500 prize. In the rest of the country, and in Western Australia, there is also

opportunity for hunters to claim a prize as well, through the help of organisations such as the
Hunting Sports and Industry Council, the Wild Koala Foundation and the Bush Tucker Conservation

Society. The question is, how do we incentivise these hunters to treat koalas well in the future?
There are two options. One is that we encourage them to use humane traps and not participate in

the illegal trade. These options are in place and have been supported by the NSW Liberal Party, the
Nationals and the Shooters and Fishers Party, and I know that the Shooters and Fishers Party have a
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