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A: Did you try to download the file with right click
in IE or FireFox on this page, and save the file?
Maybe the file on that page will be corrupted or

something. I originally found this story when
browsing a friend’s Facebook. Since then, I’ve

seen it posted elsewhere on the Web, been told
about it by friends, and even had it on one of my
two regular watches. The Philadelphia Museum of

Art has a collection of around five hundred
paintings and more than six hundred drawings by
artists who once lived and worked in this suburb.

To learn more about them—and to be reminded of
the area that gave rise to this tradition—I decided

to take a two-day walking tour through South
Philadelphia. I hired a local guide, Bob, who

introduced me to a couple of the artists, as well as
to neighborhood families and entrepreneurs. My
goal was to walk in the artists’ footsteps while

keeping my eyes open, searching for stories and
inspiration. On my first day, I hit the streets with

Bob in tow, visiting several places of artistic,
cultural, and historical significance, such as the

Frick Museum, the American Philosophical Society,
and Mummers Play. Our first stop was to the home
of the British artist Walter Sickert. Sickert is best
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known for a small series of paintings that were
produced in the late 1890s and early 1900s.
Called London Domestic Scenes, the series

included over three dozen paintings, all of women
and children. Some are posed formally, some sit
side by side, and some are simply portraits. In a

room of his former studio at Fifty-Ninth and
Walnut streets, Bob and I admired a small painting

of a mother and child. Over the next two days I
would visit the artists’ homes, studios, and other
sites that had inspired them. And although I had
been to the neighborhood before, I was surprised
by the varied collection of historic sites, shopping
centers, coffee shops, and houses. As I walked, I
realized that these are artists in their hometown,

and they are the true definition of creative people.
On the second day, I made my way to the National
Academy of Design, where the museum is located
on Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets. Here I met the

artist Millard Sheets and his wife, Genevieve, a
sculptor and his partner, of the Philadelphia studio

that is the source of the Millard Sheets Foundry
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