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Acyclovir may be effective if administered systemically or topically during the first 72 hours of infection with herpes simplex virus (HSV). We investigated whether such treatment would protect against a subsequent intracutaneous challenge with the same virus. After UV-
inactivation, human fibroblasts were added to the flank of guinea pigs (mixed cellularity lesion assay). Using polymerase chain reaction, positive skin biopsies were obtained in animals receiving equal numbers of HSV-2 but not in those receiving cell-free virus. Acyclovir

applied topically for 4 days did not protect animals against subsequent HSV-2 infection whereas the combination of systemic and local therapy with acyclovir and human fibroblasts was highly effective (1/7 animals in the fibroblast group versus 7/8 in the control group).Effects
of a residential treatment program for adult substance abusers on self-reported substance use and utilization of medical care services. This study examined the effects of a 3-week residential treatment program for substance abusers on self-reported drug use and utilization of

medical care services. Sixty-one substance abusers were randomly assigned either to a residential treatment program or to a day hospital. Treatment consisted of education, group counseling, and other forms of psychotherapy. The results suggest that the treatment program may
reduce self-reported drug use and utilization of medical care services. It is also possible that clients in the residential treatment program may be less likely to drop out of treatment or to have more pronounced benefits from treatment than those in the day hospital.[Severe

peripheral circulatory disturbances in acute paraquat intoxication]. Following case reports of severe paraquat intoxication with circulatory shock that have been published recently, the authors review the relevant literature and describe their own findings. In three patients, two
with pancytopenia and one with normocytic hypochromic anaemia and thrombocytopenia, who had ingested massive amounts of paraquat and who were observed for 11, 22 and 24 hours after ingestion, peripheral circulatory shock was documented, confirmed by vital signs

analysis (electrocardiogram, blood pressure, ventilation parameters
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